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Seeingthingsin
Western Australia

From DON SMITHin Perth

UNIDENTIFIEDfly-
ing objectsmust

havebeenseeinga lot
of peoplein Western

Australialately.

Thereis ampleevidence

that Western Australians

have become acutelyUFO-
consciousand, whatever

the reason,possiblyan
awarenessof America's

man - in - space pro-
grammeor simplycurios-

ity aboutpast
accounts

of
flyingsaucers,are spend-

ing more time out of
doors gazing skywards.

And theyare turningin
an

unprecedented
number

of UFO reports.

Evenif the objects re-
main unidentified, the
peoplewho see themare
not. With no inhibitions

about possible ridicule

from publicity, they are
eagerto testify abouttheir
experiencesand many
have produced witnessesto
backthemup.

In littlemore than two

weeks more than 20 UFO
sightingshave been re-
portedfrom variousparts
of the State.

But all thisis old hat to

the residents of the wheat-

belt town of Corrigin (145
miles south-east of Perth),

whichmust take the prize
for Australia's most UFO

conscious community.
Here,say the locals,sev-
eral

sightings

a week is
aboutpar for the UFO
course.

Flightpath
According to some resi-

dentsof the
district,

some
200 sightings have been
logged around Corriginin
the past 18 months. This
has led themto claimthat

the townlieson a regular

flyingsaucerflightpath.
Few of the Corrigin

people who have reported

UFOs have been labelled

as cranks.Nor is the most
popularsighting time when
the localpubslockup for
the night.
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Many of the accounts

arc thoseof farmers, out
on their tractors ploughing

"A huge
saucer-like"

object photographed

over Canberrain 1963.

and seeding in the small

hoursof the morning, and
some of their

descriptions

have had an eerie similar

ity.

Consider the case of

farmerMr RaymondSmith
who, while ploughing at
3.50am recently, saw a
red light hovering above
him, alternatelyfading and
growingbrilliant.

Another night,a neigh-
bouringfarmer,Mr Alan

McAndrew,was ploughing

when "everythingwent
red".He said laterthat his
tractor and the field around

were bathedin a red glow.

The source, a brightred
light overhead, blinkedon
and off, then

disappeared.

Still anotherCorrigan
farmer,Mr Ken Tipton,
stoutly declareshis dis-
beliefin UFOs,but sayshe
cannot explaina flashing

red and greenobjectwhich
hoveredabove his tractor.

At firsthe thoughtit was
a

helicopter;

but therewas
no noise.

Suburban Perth has had

a rashof UFO reportsin
the past threeweeks.Some
have brought new varia-
tionsto the flyingsaucer

and flying cigar themes
(to wit,"likethe end of a
loaf of breadwith a
pinched-inwaist"), but
most have had the com-
mon denominatorof a

brightglow, generallyred.

Sergeant Tom Hogg,a
huskymemberof the Spe-
cial Air Service, says he,
his wife,and a friendspent

almostan hour watching

an ovalobject,witha pul-

satinglight,hovering600:'
to 700yardsfrom their

home.
Aboutfive milesaway,

but on a
different night,

Mrs Roma Klein reported

a silvery objectwhichgave



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Thursday 12 June 1969, page 22 (3)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article131789756

out an orange-red glow
thathurther eyes.

Earlyin the UFO epi-
demic, journalistTony
Hannahwas sent by his
paperto

investigate

a fly-
ing saucerreportin the
hillsnearPerth.He went
to scoffbut returned to
file an eye-witnessaccount

of "an
incrediblesight— a

light orange objectthat
hovered, moved languidly,

then sped away".

Mr Hannahsaid,"It
was not an

aircraft
or a

satellite.It was like no-
thingI had seenbefore".

Theories
Almostas fastas UFO

reportshave been made,
theories

havebeenput up
to explainthem.

The GovernmentAstro-
nomer,Mr B. J. Harris,

believes
a lot of the re-

portshave been causedby
the planet Venus,which
has just enteredits bright-

est phase.Venus,says Mr
Harris,has bfeen exception-

ally
brilliant

and cloudsor
atmosphericconditions
couldappearto make it
move.

However, Venusis for
early-risers

arid Mr Harris

says he cannot explain
sightingsthat have been
madein the late

evenings.

Other professional and
amateur explanations range
from

low-flying aircraftto
meteorologicalballoons.

But some residentsof a
certainfarmingtownwill
havenoneof this.

They wouldnot be
greatly surprised

if a UFO
landsa beingat

Corrigin

beforeAprillo 11 putsa
man on the moon.


